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St. Anthony on the Desert Episcopal Church  
Annual Parish Meeting 
January 29, 2017 
 

St. Anthony on the Desert Episcopal Church - Annual Parish Meeting January 31, 2016   
Meeting Minutes    
Opening Address: Celebrant Pastor Dorian opened the meeting with an explanation of why we incorporate the 
Annual Meeting into a worship service.   
 
Senior Warden Harry Boysen called the annual meeting to order at 10:10. A quorum was present. Harry moved 
that we dispense with the reading of the 2015 Annual Report (available for review on the St. Anthony website, 
in the Narthex, and Church Office) and moved that the congregation approve it. There was a unanimous vote to 
accept the Annual Report as presented.  
  
The sermon followed the Gospel reading.  Dorian’s sermon reflected on the lesson and Gospel readings. We 
were asked to consider the question -what kind of church are we building at St. Anthony, and what does our 
spiritual health have to do with it?  
 
The sermon was followed by a video – “Spiritual Well-Being”. 
 
 A Time of Reflection - Dorian asked for a time of reflection where the congregation was invited to journal in 
response to questions posed on the yellow sheet distributed to each member of the congregation.  
  
1.  If “spiritual well-being” is about the strength of your connection with God – how connected are you on a 
scale of 0 (not connected) to 10 (very connected)? 
 
2.  Describe how you are currently tending your “spiritual well-being” and connection to God?  What practices 
work well for you? 
 
3.  What would most help you to strengthen your own “spiritual well-being”? 
 
4.  Rate the level of importance to you of each of the following: 
 1- not important     2- somewhat important    3- important   4- very important 

Physical Well-Being _________ 
Emotional /Mental Well-Being ________ 
Financial Well-Being __________ 
Relational Well-Being ______________ 
Spiritual Well-Being ______________ 
 

5.  What is your timetable for focusing on your “spiritual well-being”? 
________ Working in it right now 
_________ It is on my “to do” list this year 
_________ It is on my “bucket” list 
_________ It isn’t on any list 
 
 
Financial Highlights: Barbara Ells    
 
Barbara provided an overview of the financial highlights for 2015.   
 



2015 was a year of staff transition which gave us the opportunity to review staffing for our needs.  The 
Sexton cleaning responsibilities were outsourced and volunteers will be used for some of the other duties. 
This will enable us to hire semi-annual landscape work for major landscape projects.  The office was staffed 
by volunteers for the summer as we looked to replace our Parish Administrator.  Debbie Hubbs joined our 
staff in November.  Our youth Minister left at the end of November for a new position. Volunteers have 
stepped up to lead the Youth Group while we are searching for a new Youth Minister. The new position will 
be a part-time position.   With staffing changes and other expense being held tight, total expenses in 2015 
were under budget by over $10,000.     
 
On the Revenue side, we collected 94% of the amount pledged; that was offset by non-pledge income and 
plate exceeding our budget.  In addition, we received a couple “special gifts” for a total of $9,012. Our 
successful Spirit Auction and Golf Tournament allowed us to put aside $20,000 in Outreach grants to be 
awarded in 2016.  
 
The net result is that 2015 revenues exceeded expenses by $19,306.   
 
Budget for 2016 
 
The budget for 2016 reflects a decrease in pledge income which is our major source of income.  With the 
staffing changes and holding other expenses tight, we have budgeted a decrease in overall expenses.  The net 
is that expenses are projected to exceed revenue by $30,427.  With the excess funds from 2015 and the use 
of deferred funds, we will be able to cover the shortfall. 
 
We challenged the parish to come up with some FunRaising events for the year to help with the budget and 
have had some good suggestions.  We know God has plans for St. Anthony that far exceed the budget.   

 
Recognition of Retiring Vestry Members:  Janelle Liffiton, Sue Vold, and Cindy Cordes 
Presentation of our Appointed Senior Warden & Treasurer - Dorian Mulvey presented the following nominees:  
 
 Appointment of Harry Boysen as Senior Warden  
 Continued appointment of Barbara Ells as Treasurer   
Presentation of Vestry Nomination Slate & Election – Harry Boysen presented the Vestry Nomination Slate:  
Junior Warden: Mario Vassaux  
Three year Vestry Terms: Allen Henry and Kathy Phillips 
 One year Vestry Term: Henry Male  
No other nominations from floor, congregation voted by acclamation to approve all nominations.   
Presentation & Election of Convention Delegates  -  
 
Alternate Delegates for 2016: Claudia Johnson, Jill Kyler, Janelle Liffiton, Leanne Murrillo, and Tony Vacca.  
 
No other nominations from floor, congregation voted by acclamation to approve all nominations. The alternate 
delegates will become the convention delegates in 2017.   
 
Commissioning of New Vestry: Dorian Mulvey commissioned all the newly elected and continuing Vestry 
Members, Wardens and Treasurer.   
 
Call to Adjourn Annual Meeting: Senior Warden – Harry Boysen adjourned the meeting at 11:55am.   
Respectfully submitted,    
 
Janelle Liffiton Clerk of the Vestry    



 

2016 Annual Report 
Rector’s Report 
 
 In the beginning of 2016 the congregation shared feedback at our Annual Meeting about their 
spiritual lives.  The Vestry processed this at their retreat in February.  What emerged was a much greater 
focus on spiritual well-being.  Our church logo was redesigned using the word Inspire – identifying a sense 
of our purpose as a church community – finding ways to inspire and nourish the spiritual health of our 
community.  At the core of our efforts was our desire to meet the needs of those who were hungry for 
tangible experiences of God’s presence in their lives. 
 
 Several initiatives emerged throughout the year to support spiritual well-being.  A team was sent to 
Chicago for training in the Living Compass.  The Living Compass provides many resources to help identify 
areas of our lives that may be out of balance and ways to offer the needed correction.  Our Living Compass 
team has since offered special sessions to our teens, to parents and to the staff – creating a greater 
intentionality to our spiritual lives.  A congregation wide assessment of spiritual well-being is planned for 
early in 2017. 
 
 A second initiative was the creation of our Inspire Labyrinth and Garden.  This was spearheaded by 
dedicated volunteers who provided the labor to clear the land behind the church, lay stone markers for the 
labyrinth and create raised garden beds.  The congregation supported these efforts with donations for 
garden benches, trees and other supplies.  Our Inspire Labyrinth and Garden is now available for 
parishioners and the broader community – a place for quiet meditation and encounters with the holy. 
 
 A third initiative was the introduction of a new process for spiritual formation called the WAY.  A 
team was assembled early in the fall to test out the process.  The WAY is a fairly, straight-forward process 
that encourages a deeper exploration of scripture.  Yet what makes it unique is the special bonds that form 
among participants as lives are shared and friendships formed.  Thirteen candidates participated in the 
WAY this past fall and the process will continue into 2017. 
 
 These initiatives and many other ministries detailed within the pages of this report provide an 
overview of the ways we seek to support spiritual well-being.  Our hope is to grow St. Anthony as a place 
where spiritual wholeness can be found – in our worship life – in our formation conversations – in our 
outreach to others.  May everyone be inspired to join in this effort – to find meaningful ways to live into 
their faith – to experience the sacred presence of God in their daily lives. 
 
In Christ, 
Dorian+ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Senior Warden Report---Harry Boysen  

 
Vestry Members:  Harry Boysen, Senior Warden; Mario Vassaux, Junior Warden; Barbara Ells, Treasurer;  
Eloise Crosman, Clerk;  Leanne Murrillo, Malcolm Hilcove, Hal Hunt, Henry Male, Kathy Phillips, Allen Henry 
 

The Vestry is the fiduciary body of the church, providing management and leadership to the congregation.  
Our responsibility is to be good stewards of the gifts given to St. Anthony, manage the resources entrusted 
to us and articulate God’s vision for our church.  This includes discerning mission, engaging in both short-
term and long-term planning, communicating with the congregation, and pursuing and promoting spiritual 
growth.  Vestry members are elected to serve at the parish Annual Meeting.  It is a role that comes not only 
with great responsibility, but also with tremendous blessing.  On behalf of the entire Vestry, I thank the 
congregation for entrusting us with the opportunity to serve during 2016. 
 
The Vestry welcomed two new members in 2016, as Kathy Phillips and Allen Henry were elected to 3 year 
terms.  Also, Henry Male agreed to an additional 1 year term.   Our new Vestry members provided new 
ideas, insights, enthusiasm and leadership that contributed tremendously to our 2016 progress. 
Our new Vestry again kicked off the year at our February retreat at Chapel Rock in Prescott, a truly 
inspirational setting where God’s presence abounds.  The time together consisted of team building 
activities, spiritual reflection, and reviewing feedback from the congregation collected at our January 2016 
annual meeting regarding the Spiritual Well Being of our parish.  Using this feedback, and guidance from 
the Holy Spirit as the foundation for our discussions we spent considerable time discovering our purpose, 
unpacking that purpose and identifying ways we might live into that purpose.  Our evolving 2016 mission 
for St. Anthony of Inspire: Ministries for Christ Centered Spiritual Well-Being developed from His presence 
during these discussions.  During the year new opportunities for Spiritual development were offered, all 
intended to meet members of our parish, and the wider community, in their current Spiritual “place”….as 
they continue on their way to an enhanced Spiritual Well Being.    Some of the many highlights of the year 
included many options for small group Bible study, including our Lenten series “Growing a Rule of Life”; 
significant contributions assisting others via our 40+ ministries, such as Needlecrafts for Need and our most 
successful Charity Golf Tournament ever; introduction of the Way—a process of adult formation that 
invites us to a deeper life of faith with Christ; plenty of venues for social interaction led by ministries such 
as our Seniors and Seasonal Residents ministry; and many opportunities to celebrate all of God’s blessings 
here at St. Anthony.  One of the highlights of the year was our Nite at Tony’s Celebration of Giving in 
November, when we opened the Inspire Garden and Labyrinth.    
 
This fall we welcomed a new Youth Minister, Liz Hengst, who with her husband, Chuck and three children—
Christian, Madison and David – joined St. Anthony.  Liz most recently served as a student ministries pastor 
at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Litchfield Park, and has also worked in youth ministry in assorted churches 
in North Carolina.  She has brought to St. Anthony a passion for youth that is demonstrated in her energy 
and enthusiasm, and we are grateful to have Liz as part of our St. Anthony staff.  I’d like to thank our 
volunteer youth leaders, Jill Kyler and Jack Taylor for sustaining and expanding the youth program, and 
assisting Liz with the transition this past year.  Amongst many other accomplishments, Jill and Jack led 
another very successful Youth Mission trip to Buffalo last summer. 
 
In the Treasurer’s Report you will find a detailed summary of St. Anthony’s financial position ending 2016, 
as well as information regarding our 2017 budget.  We are extremely grateful for the financial contributions 
made by so many of our St. Anthony members, who continue to provide the ongoing funding necessary to  
 
 
 



 
cover both our operational costs as well as support the needs of our many ministry initiatives.  And we are 
forever indebted to the dozens of parishioners for the generosity of the time they have given on a regular 
basis, as they faithfully dedicate their many talents to carry out God’s work at St. Anthony, in the 
community and in the wider world. 
 
During the Annual Meeting, we will honor the service of outgoing vestry members Leanne Murrillo and 
Henry Male, whose unwavering commitment to serve St. Anthony has contributed greatly to this Vestry’s 
effectiveness. 
 
I look forward to continuing our spiritual journey together in 2017, prayerfully listening for direction from 
Him as we grow as a parish and community. 
 
In His Name, 
Harry  
 
 

Junior Warden Report – Mario Vassaux  
 

 

2016 Jr. Warden Annual report 
 
It has been a busy year on the facilities front but thanks to everyone's generosity during the capital 
campaign we completed a couple of years ago, we were able to keep up with the finances needed to keep 
our facilities in good working order. 
 
Our greatest expense this year has been the maintenance of our Hvac systems.  We replaced a major unit 
in the education building and did quite a bit of maintenance work to extend the life of our other systems in 
the sanctuary and parish hall.  Our goal is to stay ahead on the maintenance curve and extend the life of all 
our systems.  We will also be gradually replacing older units over time. 
 
Over the past year, we have replaced about a half dozen of our toilets, a water heater and made various 
needed plumbing repairs.  We are currently working on a major repair to the piscina sink.  We have been 
working on keeping our lighting systems operational and will be making some repairs to the parking lot 
lighting early in the new year.  Heavy rains this summer also caused us to do some significant repairs to our 
roofs. 
 
We have had a banner weed growth year in 2016 and have been spending a lot of time keeping up to speed 
with the City of Scottsdale and their code enforcement.  Thanks to all of the volunteers who have helped 
maintain your landscaping areas on the church grounds over the past year.  A special thanks to John Kyler, 
Bob Clarke and Jill Kyler for all of their help in keeping our facilities working and looking beautiful. 
 
As we head into 2017, I am seeking volunteers to help with a variety of projects.  Please give me a call If you 
have special skills, are handy or just need something to do while meditating and enjoying our beautiful 
facility and grounds at St. Anthony. 
Thank you. 
 
Mario 
Jr. Warden 

 
 



 
 
Ministry Organization for 2016 
 
Christian Formation 

 Children’s Ministry – Suzette Woods  

 Youth Ministry – Liz Hengst 

 St. Anthony Players – Scott Woods  

 Adult Formation   
o The WAY – Dorian Mulvey 
o 30 Minute Dialogue with Scripture – Dorian Mulvey 
o Lenten program – Dorian Mulvey & Jill Kyler 

 
Life Sharing 

 Keeping It Real/Unbinding the Soul Groups – Malcolm Hilcove  

 Arts Council – Claudia Smith  

 Avid Readers – Eloise Crosman  

 Winter Residents/Seniors Group – Maxine Walker 

 Coffee Hour Hospitality – Leanne Murillo  

 Welcome Team – Jill Kyler  

 Hiking Group – Claudia Johnson 

 Blessings of Belonging (BOB) – Claudia Johnson, Gina Baker 

 Wedding Guild – Cindy Cordes 

 Legacy Society – Malcolm Hilcove  
 
Pastoral Ministries 

 St. Anthony Cares Companions – Claudia Johnson & Allen Henry 

 Drivers – Peggy Hilcove 

 Funeral Receptions – Suzi Edmondson & Mildred Wilson 

 Cards – Carol Stewart 

 Meals – Karen Picard 

 Prayer Chain – Inge Bolan  

 Healing Prayer – Rosemary Hansen  

 Eucharistic Visitors – Susan Cihak  

 Walking the Mourners Path  
o National Ministry – Catherine Gilbert  
o St. Anthony Ministry – Leanne Murrillo  

 
Outreach Ministries 

 Golf Tournament team – Malcolm Hilcove  

 Habitat for Humanity – Jon Thom  

 MOSA – Bob Clarke  

 Vista del Camino – Grant Gilfeather  

 Global Outreach 
o Haiti – David Paige 
o Kids Klinic Partners – Mark Close  

 Council Against Domestic Violence – Susan Mitchler  

 Needlecrafts for Need – Claudia Johnson 
 



 
 
 
Spiritual Nourishment 

 Acolytes – Janelle Liffiton  

 Eucharistic Ministers – Cyndi Sax 

 Choirs – Joe Hacnik  

 Altar Guild – Sue Vold  

 Flower Guild – Cindy Cordes  

 Ushers – Suzi & Sam Edmondson  
 
Operations/Facilities 

 Office Angels  – Debbie Hubbs 

 Stewardship – Harry Boysen  

 Investment Management team – Jackie Ernst  
 
Administrative Leadership 

 Harry Boysen – Senior Warden 

 Mario Vassaux 
 



Vestry Terms of Office 
 

 

 
Class of 2017 

 Henry Male 

 Leanne Murrillo 
 

Class of 2018 

 Hal Hunt 
 

Class of 2019 

 Allen Henry 

 Kathy Phillips 
 

Vestry Slate for 2017 
 

Senior Warden – Harry Boysen 
Junior Warden – Mario Vassaux 
 
3-Year Term   (Class of 2020) 

 Joe Dearborn 

 Claudia Johnson 

 Monnie Ottersberg 
 
1-Year Terms   (Class of 2018) 

 Eloise Crosman 

 Malcolm Hilcove 
 

Diocesan Convention Delegate Slate 
 
2017 Delegates 
 

 Claudia Johnson 

 Jill Kyler 

 Janelle Liffiton 

 Leanne Murrillo 

 Tony Vaca 
 

2017 Alternates/2018 Delegates 
 

 Dan Austin 

 Allen Henry 

 Jill Kyler 

 Leanne Murrillo 

 Monnie Ottersberg 



Attendance Statistics – FOURTEEN Years 
 
 
 
TOTAL ATTENDANCE ALL SERVICES 

2003  17,704 
2004  19,683 
2005  20,261 
2006  19,319 
2007  15,296 
2008  14,421 
2009  13,361 
2010  12,673 
2011  11,003 
2012  10,997 
2013  11,296 
2014  10,749 
2015  10,269 
2016  11,344 
 
AVERAGE SUNDAY SERVICE ATTENDANCE 

2003 306 
2004 353 
2005 307 
2006 298 
2007 258 
2008 245 
2009 236 
2010 201 
2011 194 
2012 188 
2013 190 
2014 184 
2015 185  
2016 182 

 
 
 
 
TOTAL ATTENDANCE ALL EASTER SERVICES  

2003 762 
2004 886 
2005 928 
2006 842 
2007 739 
2008 637 
2009 574 
2010 578 
2011 411 
2012  399 
2013  443 
2014  431 
2015    369 
2016    344 
 
TOTAL ATTENDANCE ALL CHRISTMAS SERVICES  

2003 993 
2004  1027 
2005 859 
2006 808 
2007 646 
2008 630 
2009 525 
2010 515 
2011 584 
2012 452 
2013 540 
2014 440 
2015 440 
2016 466 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ministry Reports 
 
 

Christian Formation 
 
Children's Ministry - Submitted by Suzette Woods  

Ministry team members - Melody Taylor, Faith Taylor, Janelle Liffiton, Suzette Woods, Leanne 
Murrillo, Stephan Cihak, Deacon Susan Cihak, Bob Clarke, Marianne Clarke and Scott Woods.  

Nursery: Justin Hinch and Jamie Hinch.  

St. Anthony Children's Ministries' goal is to foster faith through bible stories, art and creative worship 
experiences in a warm and accepting atmosphere. This develops St. Anthony's mission by providing a 
church home for children and families, who are the foundation of a growing church and a dynamic ministry.  

 Our children participate in Third Sunday family worship as greeters, ushers, and readers. The 5th 
graders also serve as acolytes. 

 In February the children lovingly hand made Valentines and mailed them to parishioners who are  
living alone or unable to come to church.   

 In June one child from St. Anthony participated for a week at Chapel Rock summer camp. I would 
like to see more children attend this year. A "Family Camp" is also being offered at Chapel Rock. I 
am involved in curriculum planning for the Chapel Rock children's camp and volunteer facilitating 
the arts and crafts station during the summer camp. 

 In August, Melody Taylor, Leanne Murrillo and Susan Cihak completed a Godly Play training which 
has greatly enhanced our Godly Play program.  There will be quarterly Godly Play practice group 
gatherings offered by Jana Sundin, Canon for Children's Ministries. Office space was converted into 
a Godly Play room for the children to worship. 

 In October after a church service our families participated in a pumpkin carving festival. Fun was 
had by all carving, painting or just hanging out.  

 In November children and youth collected donations of food and money for SouthWest Wildlife 
Rescue. They participated in packing meals for Feed My Starving Children organization and raised 
$300.00 in donations. 

 In December the children participated in the Christmas Pageant, under the dedicated direction of 
Scott Woods and many volunteers. They also participated in the Santa's Sleigh project by donating 
gifts for children which benefits A New Leaf shelters for victims of domestic violence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Youth Ministry – Submitted by Liz Hengst 
 

Youth Ministries is made up of an amazing group of students who have brought so much to St. Anthony’s.  
Over the past year they have grown in their faith together, while navigating being a teen out in the world.  
The discussions that happen on Sunday nights are always meaningful and sometimes quite funny.  The 
teens have had many fellowship events over the past year that has strengthened their bond as a youth 
group.  The teens have also done many service projects together.  Some of their favorites have been 
making food bags at Feed My Starving Children and bringing treats to service people to say thank-you for 
their service.  One of the biggest events for the teens every year is the mission trip.  This past summer they 
spent a week in Buffalo, NY fixing up houses.  These teens are amazing in how much they grow up in their 
faith journey and grow together in their bond with each other.   
 
This year the teens will continue to navigate their faith journey while trying to survive being a teen.  We will 
be exploring our prayer life and deepening our prayer journey.  The teens will also be working on going 
outside the walls of the church.  We have lots of fellowship events and service projects out in our 
community.  This will include connecting with other Episcopal youth groups from around the Phoenix area.  
They will continue to show love and support to those who are important out in the community.  As usual 
this will also include a mission trip this summer. 
 

2016 Annual Report 
Adult Formation 
 
Lenten Program 
In 2016 our Lenten program drew on material from the Society of St. John the Evangelist and was titled 
Growing a Rule of Life.  Each Wednesday in Lent we explored ways to cultivate and sustain a rule of life – 
spiritual practices that would draw us closer to God.  Also introduced during Lent was our Spiritual 
Resource Center – a bookrack in the Narthex that offers a wide variety of spiritual materials. 
 
30 Minute Dialogue with Scripture 
A second program introduced in 2016 was the 30 Minute Dialogue with Scripture.  This small group Bible 
study meets following the 10 am service each Sunday.  The format for this study is Lectio Divina – an 
ancient method which allows the words of scripture to be explored in our own lives.   
 
The WAY 
The WAY is a newly introduced process at St. Anthony to provide a group setting for adults to explore their 
faith questions and identify the ways God is present and active in their lives.  Four members of St. Anthony 
completed training on this process in August.  A team was then formed at St. Anthony to test pilot and then 
support this new process.  The WAY has four seasons of formation, each concluding with a liturgical rite 
held during the Sunday worship services: 
 

 Autumn or “The Front Porch” – a time to explore the basics of Christ’s life and develop community 

 Winter – a deeper reflection of Sunday gospel lessons and liturgy 

 Lent – introduction to the great stories of the Bible while focusing on the baptismal call to turn to a 
fuller life in Christ 

 Easter – a time to allow the sacraments to inform our way of life individually and together, focusing 
on our ministry in daily life 
 

There are 15 participants in this process to date. 



Life Sharing 
 
 

Evangelism 
Our evangelism efforts have several facets – personal inviting, hospitality and welcoming and 
communications through our website and social media. Our Taste of St. Anthony team prepares edible 
invitations several times a year for distribution to people not yet part of our faith community. We have 
distributed over 1,000 of these invitations during the past year. 
Our website is updated with the latest news of worship, outreach and social opportunities. During an 
average week our website will have around 400 unique visitors and have over 2,000 page views. It is the 
primary way people find out about us. Our social media is primarily done on Facebook, reaching 3,000+ 
people per month and we also have Pinterest pages. 
 
Inspire Labyrinth and Garden 
The Inspire Labyrinth and Garden had a blessing celebration and grand opening in November, 2016. There 
are two entrances – the northwest parking lot of our campus and on 130th Street at the northeast corner 
of our property with metal signs at both locations. This meditative path is for both the people of St. 
Anthony and the larger community. The space provides a place for spiritual well-being to occur through 
prayer, gardening and camaraderie in a Christ-centered atmosphere. The first crop of edibles, herbs and 
flowers was planted in late fall, and this work will continue until summer.  
 
 

Arts Council — submitted by Claudia Smith 
“There is one spectacle grander than the sea; there is one spectacle grander than the sky, that is the 
interior of the soul.” 
                                                                                  — Victor Hugo — 
 
Artists create with God-given talent from their souls.  It’s what artists do.  What the Arts Council does is 
share these creations with members of St. Anthony and the public through exhibits in the Parish Hall.   
 
The Arts Council believes that these shared gifts nourish spirituality and faith, and re-enforce St. Anthony’s 
mission as a “Life-Home” in Christ for all.    Both the creators and the viewers experience this uplifting, soul-
enriching  journey.  This journey is encouraged and facilitated through articles written for St. Anthony’s 
Newsletter and Website, as well as The Fountain Hills Times. 
 
Beginning in 2003, the Arts Council has been privileged to bring a variety of talented people to St. Anthony.  
There have been painters in watercolor, pastel, acrylic and oil, as well as work in pen & ink, photography, 
paper-clay sculpture, jewelry, mixed-media; calligraphy, charcoal, pencil, block printing digital and fabric 
art. 
 
The work has ranged from our youth, to an artist who was 90 years young!  We’ve had a photographer 
from as far away as Gig Harbor, Washington — thanks to Carolyn Welsh.  This latter is a perfect example of 
the importance of participation and input from members of the congregation.  
 
During the hot summer months, the Parish Hall was blessed by the artwork of Gregory Pearce’s Parkinsons’ 
Group.  The first exhibit this season was by Sandy Herbst, of Fountain Hills.  Sandy is a versatile artist, who 
works in a wide variety of media: acrylics, mosaics, sculpture and fabrics.  She was followed by the stunning 
photography of Barbara Zahno and Rudolf Volkmann.  (Both Herbst and Zahno sold pieces of their art, 
which greatly pleased them.) Next on the agenda is abstract acrylic artist, Jan Friel, then watercolorist, 
Pamela  



 
 
 
Shearer.  Rounding out the season, St. Anthony members Carol Stewart and Claudia Smith will present a 
few of their new pieces, plus an exhibit of selected “Spirit Auction” posters that they created over the 
years, and were saved for this purpose.  The exhibit is done in tribute and thanks to the many hardworking 
committee members, who donated hours of their time planning, organizing, collecting donations, setting 
up, decorating, and on and on — with special thanks to Barbara Ells, who, year after year, “led the charge.”    
       
We at St. Anthony have been blessed to have had an array of wonderful art displayed over the years.  The 
energy and hours put into bringing, arranging and hanging these shows are countless.  The Arts Council 
applauds and thanks these talented, generous people.  We also look forward to next season’s offerings.  
Four time slots have already been filled.   
 
And to that we say: AMEN. 
 

 
Avid Readers – submitted by Eloise Crosman 

 
Contact People:  Grant or Susan Gilfeather, Eloise Crosman   

 
Avid Readers is a group of St. Anthony on the Desert members and friends who like to read a variety of 
good books.  If you enjoy curling up in a comfy chair with a book or an e-reader, or listening to an audio 
book and then discussing what you’ve read with others, consider joining Avid Readers, St. Anthony on the 
Desert’s book discussion group.  
  
On the third Tuesday of every month, the group of 5-17 (average 8), members of St. Anthony and the 
community-at-large meet in the Youth Room for the discussions.  Those who wish to do so meet at a local 
restaurant prior to the meeting for dinner and conversation.  Everyone is welcome to come to the 
discussions and/or the dinners.   Come every month, as often as your schedule allows, or for any discussion 
that especially appeals to you.   
 
On a date in June (watch for the date), everyone is invited to come with suggestions to compile the 
following year’s list of books.  A variety of genres is included – fiction, non-fiction, biographies, mysteries, 
etc.   The meetings are very informal and members of the group research the author and reviews and lead 
the discussions. 
 
In November, author Shona Patel joined the group for dinner and to discuss her second book, Flame Tree 
Road.  We were honored to have as our guests another book discussion group, The Literary Society of 
Fountain Hills.  Another author, Betty Webb, will be joining us on March 21, 2017. 
 
Each month’s book stimulates great discussions.  Even if you’ve not had the opportunity to read (or finish) 
the book, the discussions and fellowship are stimulating and rewarding.  You’ll probably want to come back 
for another meeting!  Copies of the book selections for 2016-2017 are available on the church website 
(www.st-anthony.net), in the narthex or in the Church Office. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
St. Anthony Seniors / Seasonal Residents -  Respectfully submitted, Maxine Walker 
 
Email Steward Group composition:  St. Anthony members and friends who self-identify as “seniors” and St. 
Anthony members and friends who seasonally reside in the area.   
 
Believing in the social construction of Christian identity and community, St. Anthony Senior / Seasonal 
Residents gather monthly to eat together, to learn more about each other’s experiences and talents, to 
create friendships.  Most of the group are retired with strong professional careers; some participants spend 
the winter in Arizona and then return home.  These characteristics create a demography of persons who 
frequently have moved to Arizona after retiring and are forging relatively new connections at St. Anthony’s.  
Seasonal residents equally have alliances both here and in other places, and St. Anthony’s becomes the link 
for building new and sustaining friendships within Christian community. 
 
Over fifteen years ago, parishioner Betty Mitchell and her late husband Bob, with the blessing of the rector 
at the time, started a group for seniors and over the years the growing number of seasonal residents 
became an essential part of the group.  Occasionally, Rev. Dorian and Father John attend the group’s 
events.  In recent years, several parishioners successfully led the group with organized gatherings.  
Currently, there is not a specific designated “leader,” but plans are made together in the spring for 
activities to begin in the autumn.   Persons volunteer as hosts for each month’s event.  The Email Steward 
sends out the announcements and organizes a variety of details.  Average attendance is 25-40 per month.   
The following persons served in various capacities as hosts for the 2016-2017, September through April, 
events: Sue Almeida-Thilleman, Cathy Anderson, Robin and Susan Boone, Bob and Marianne Clarke, Mark 
and Ruena Close, Jean Dunsing, Mary and Renz Edwards, David and Barbara Ells, Julie Fischer, Betty 
Mitchell, Mike and Lynn O’Brien, Claudia Smith and Hal Hunt, Sheila Rulli, Mary Vanselow, Maxine and 
Keith Walker.  
 
The social component of the group is essential.   Because we are embodied in a social life, as the body of 
Christ, St. Anthony provides the landscape for the many facets of our personalities, experiences, gifts and 
extends our identities beyond the confines of our individual lives.  Continuity and change particularly 
characterize seniors / seasonal residents, and gathered around tables over the year, the stories told and 
lives revealed entangle us in Christian friendship.   
 
 
Hospitality   Submitted by:  Leanne Murrillo 
 
The Hospitality Ministry is to have a friendly welcoming reception of guests, visitors or strangers.   This 
ministry provides coffee and refreshments after both services on Sunday.  The Hospitality ministry also 
assists with special events held at St. Anthony.   
 
Each Sunday either individuals, groups or couples assist to enhance the countless benefits of services 
offered at St. Anthony along with a period of time & place for our members to meet, converse and grow in 
fellowship.   
 
The coffee hours have developed in attendance each year.  The gracious support of many of the ministries 
at St. Anthony who sponsor and staff coffee hours has been a key element of support and growth.   
 



As another year begins of growth and new experiences at St. Anthony, the development of the post-service 
groups that stay to visit, sit & converse and come to know each other in greater depth is a welcome sign of 
our growth as a “Life-Home” in Christ.   
 

 
 
Blessings of Belonging (BOB) – submitted by Claudia Johnson 
 
The mission of this ministry was to develop relationships within the church; with those who are not part of 

our community;  and others as we cross their paths, while welcoming God. 

We started having monthly meetings in March 2013 and continue.  We have prayer, fellowship, food, 

Bunco and the end result are friendships that continue to grow. 

This ministry grew this year adding three more members, one of which is not a member of St. A., but has 

attended services after hearing about our church.  We also lost one member, as Janet Allen, who always 

looked forward to the first Saturday each month died, but is remembered by all. 

All are invited, so please come and be involved.  We normally meet the first Saturday of each month from 

11-1pm. For more information, please contact Gina Baker or Claudia Johnson. 

 

Pastoral Ministries 
 

St. Anthony Cares Companions Ministry – submitted by Claudia Johnson and Allen Henry 
 

Ministry Team Members:  Eloise Crosman, Sheila Henry, Janelle Liffiton, Cyndi Sax, Catherine Gilbert, Mary 
Vanselow, Claudia Johnson and Allen Henry 
 
The Companions Ministry is part of the larger umbrella Pastoral Care Ministries of St. Anthony Cares.  The 
mission of the St. Anthony Cares is to ensure that “no one walks alone” as they face the challenges and 
changes of life.  The Companions mission, now in its second year, is served by four teams consisting of two 
trained laypersons who have accepted responsibility for an alphabetical grouping of St. Anthony’s 
parishioners.  By establishing a close relationship with these parishioners, the Companions proactively seek 
out and respond to requests for pastoral care by these parishioners.  Once the need has been identified, 
the Companions work with the parishioner and the family to identify additional needs for pastoral care 
provided by the nine volunteer pastoral ministries and St. Anthony’s clerical staff.  The Companions then 
requests and schedules the pastoral care services the parishioner needs at that time.  In many ways relative 
to coordinating the pastoral care services, the Companions work as a “personal banker” to the parishioner 
in identifying needs and then ensuring those needs are fulfilled. 
 
Complementary to the mission of serving our current parishioners, the Companions also received the 
charge to work closely with Jill Kyler, Minister of Evangelism, to learn of visitors and new attendees to St. 
Anthony.  The new attendees are contacted by the Companions team assigned to that portion of the 
alphabet.  Here again, the mission is to serve as the “personal banker” for all the ministries and outreach 
activities within the St. Anthony community as identified in the Pastoral Care Web.  It is the strong 
conviction of the Vestry that this early interaction with new attendees is crucial to introducing them to all 
of the opportunities provided in the inspire program which focuses on our “Ministries for Christ Centered 
Spiritual Well-Being.”  This part of the Companions ministry will provide an effective approach to growing 
our community with those who did not know St. Anthony before.  
 



The major objectives for this ministry in 2017 will be to continue to increase its visibility in the St. Anthony 
community, create stronger connections with and among the various pastoral ministry leaders and, most 
importantly, respond to and serve each and every parishioner with care, compassion and joy.  This is and 
will continue to be an “engaged” ministry in all of its activities.  The Companions want to truly live an 
expanded version of its mission that states, “No One Walks Alone.  We walk with parishioners, with each 
other and with JESUS CHRIST. 
 
Card Ministry – submitted by Carol Stewart 
 
The Card Ministry sent 91 cards this past year to people who were grieving, having surgery, chemo 
treatments, or needing support of any kind. I am appreciative of Susan Mitchler and her beautiful cards and 
the help of Eloise Crosman.  
 
 

Transportation Ministry – submitted by Peggy Hilcove 
 
My Transportation Ministry helps parishioners attend church, go to doctor/dental appointments and get 
groceries when they are unable drive. 
 
This year I arranged  66 rides to church.  I have approximately 14 drivers signed up covering a number of 
Scottsdale zip codes and Fountain Hills. 
 
My goal this coming year is to continue to try to enlist drivers - the more people I  have on board the more 
likely I will be able to find a driver for a specific day and area. 
 
Our drivers at St Anthony’s always  find  that they get to know their passengers.  As a result both drivers 
and passengers feel blessed that they have friends at St Anthony’s where they are creating  a Life-Home in 
Christ. 
 
 

Healing Prayer Ministry – submitted by Rosemary Hansen  
 

 

The Healing Prayer Ministry has served our parish family for the past eight years and continues to thrive 
and provide immeasurable spiritual benefit to those in need of healing prayer.  Our weekly Service Bulletin 
provides the following narrative "healing prayers are available following communion and after each service 
in the St Luke the Physician Chapel".  Plus, every Wednesday at noon, Pastor Dorian conducts a Healing 
Prayer Service in the chapel that draws not only members of our parish family but members of our 
community in need of healing prayers.  The location of St. Anthony on the Desert is truly an asset in 
growing the attendance of our weekly Healing Prayer Service. 
 
Our ministry meets quarterly.  Each meeting is designed for spiritual and personal growth with possible 
reflection on scripture, music, a book, or perhaps a speaker that focuses on reference to the many venues 
of healing.  Our meetings also allow time for exploring ideas on how to improve and expand our ministry. 
 One of our goals has been to explore and hopefully develop a way to incorporate our young children and 
youth into the ministry thru their individual ministry.  The leadership of each meeting rotates among its 
members with two leaders along with the guidance of Deacon Grant and Deacon Susan. 
 
In October we conducted a Healing Prayer Workshop with a totally revamped structure to make it more 
inclusive of each participant while incorporating components of 'INSPIRE".   
 



Members the Healing Prayer Ministry are: Dan Austin, Gail Austin, Lorna Bennett, Rosemary Hansen, Steve 
Judge, Janelle Liffiton, and Tony Vacca.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eucharistic Visitors – submitted by Susan Cihak 

Ministry Team members- Marianne Clarke, Bob Clarke, Ruena Close, Mark Close, Eloise Crosman, Joe 
Dearborn, Kate Fauster, Jack Fauster, Barbara Goldstein, Bob Groom, Sheila Henry, Allen Henry, Peggy 
Hilcove, Malcolm Hilcove, Sue McConnell, Claudia Smith.  

Each Sunday St. Anthony Eucharist Visitors take communion from the 8:00am service and the 10:00am 
service to homebound and recuperating individuals in their homes,  group homes, hospitals, and nursing 
facilities. Eucharistic Visitors from the 8:00am service also provide a prayer service with communion at 
Westminster Village to a wonderful group of people there.  
 
During 2016 the number of EV visits remained steady each week. Attendance  also  remained  steady at  the 
Westminster Village service.  
 
 
Walking the Mourners Path National Ministry – submitted by Catherine Gilbert, Program Director 
 

Ministry Team, Catherine Gilbert, Program Director  & Instructor  
      Susan Cihak – Admin. Assistant & co-Instructor 
      Partner Churches around the country 
    
Another good year for Walking the Mourner's Path – National Ministry.   
 
Highlights Include: 

 Five Facilitator Training Schools 
o St. John’s Episcopal Church – Ellicott City, MD  
o Saint Anne Episcopal Church – Desoto TX 
o The Cathedral Church of St. Peter, St. Petersburg FL 
o St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church – Killeen TX 
o St. Mark’s Episcopal Church –Little Rock AR 

 
o Several Facilitator Training Schools in development for 2017: 
o St. James Episcopal Church – Jackson MS 
o Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church – Houston TX 
o Epiphany Episcopal Church – Cape Coral FL 

 
We are grateful for our church partners that are willing to host Facilitators Training Schools and who serve 
those in grief in their communities.   Each Facilitator Training School introduces new churches to the 
ministry. 
 
Development Funds 
 



We were excited to Walking the Mourner’s Path Development funds to sponsor Cyndi Sax, Kathy Phillips 
and myself to attend Living Compass Congregational Wellness Advocate Training at The Phillips Center in 
Chicago.  St. Anthony’s Spiritual Well-being Ministries has benefited from the knowledge and materials 
gained at the training.  It also helped to promote Walking the Mourner's Path and was valuable training for 
improving our progam 
 
Blessings, 
Catherine 

Outreach Ministries 
 
 

2016 Grant Report 
 

The Outreach Ministries of St. A. benefit from the Annual Charitable Golf Tournament to be able to 

accomplish the ministries that flow through the Spirit at our church.  After the September 2015 Annual Golf 

Tournament, we had 100% of approximately $27,000 generated, be directed to outreach.  A total of less 

than $7,000 was designated by the vestry to support the youth outreach ministry at our church and beyond 

our campus. 

That resulted in the remaining $20,000 to benefit the remaining Outreach Ministries.  In all, nine 

applications were received, requesting a total of $25,600.  All ministries were asked to identify the dream 

maximum as well as the minimum they needed in their ministry.   

We are pleased to announce the vestry approval of the following grants: 

1. School Clothes for Kids:   $1600 This is a collaborative effort with Baptist Hospital Health System 

Legacy Foundation, the Assistance League of Phoenix and the AZ Diamondbacks.  They provide a matching 

amount to provide school clothing and other needs to identified Title1 children.  This is a third year request. 

The grant is matched by the Legacy Connection, an affiliate of Baptist Hospital Health System. Title 1 

children will be clothed with shorts, skorts, pants, polo shirts, underwear, socks, belts, shoes, sweatshirts 

and personal hygiene items. The kids love it! 

2. Kid's Kare Klinic:   $2900 Partners with St. Andrew's Children's Clinic in Nogales which assists an 

infant in need of cleft palate/lip surgery, including post-op treatment and rehabilitation.  This is a fifth year 

request.  Cleft lip/palate surgeries will be performed at Licona Medical Center in Hemosillo, Mexico.  The 

remainder of the funds will be used to purchase IPADs for post CP surgery to enhance speech 

development.  

3. Healthy Packs:   $2400 Weekend program with Title 1 Scottsdale schools to help children, identified 

by teachers and social workers, that will not have food for the weekend. These children have food placed in 

their backpacks to feed them through the weekend.  This is a fifth year request.  Tonolea Elementary and 

Arcadia Neighborhood Learning Center will receive food for 130 "food insecure" students for three 

weekends.  

4. Habitat for Humanity of Central Arizona:  $3500 This has been a ministry that St.A. has been 

supporting through financial and sweat equity.  The ministry is attempting to take on the Coalition financial 

commitment for our church. Third year request. The funding will add additional support to Habitat, as 

some churches have lapsed in current payments.  Two families have been helped to improve their lives in 

their new homes.  In addition, many new St.A. workers and reengaged members are participating. 



5. Men of St. Anthony (MOSA):  $1500 The continued support of the East Valley Men's Center (EVMC) 

Bike Repair Shop, a part of a New Leaf,  that opened 4 years ago through support from the golf tournament 

funds.  Since then over hundreds of clients have been helped to maintain their transportation to continue 

employment.  In addition to parts for repairs, funds will be go to purchase used bikes.  This is a fifth year 

request. The funds continue to be spent wisely on obtaining, maintaining and resupplying bikes for the 

approximate 100 residents of the EVMC.  The project continues it's success in assisting the homeless to a 

better life. 

6. Haiti:   $3700 This has been a multiple years request since the beginning of the grant process.  The 

request is to provide support for the work at St. Croix School where our mission team will do multiple 

projects. The project include transforming one administrative office into three usable spaces and classroom 

work.  The Haiti project has been in place for the years following the devastating earthquake.   The needs 

continue as many still live in the aftermath of the earthquake in poverty and unhealthy conditions. 

7. St. A Golf Committee:   $3000 Second year request to provide a scholarship for one year with the 

Maricopa Community College System or Grand Canyon University for a vetted candidate from the Dream 

Center.  The Center is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 homeless shelter with one floor dedicated to domestic 

violence victims of sex trafficking.  These women are offered a chance to be off the streets and recreate a 

healthy life.  One year training at an educational institution will provide that opportunity.  The funds will 

underwrite one year of education to one woman, changing her life with skills that can provide a new and 

better quality of life. 

8. Needlecrafts For Needs:   $1200  This is a return request to fund the materials necessary to make 

lap robes, prayer shawls, hats, scarves, baby prayer shawls, individualized baptismal towels and more. This 

ministry works with many St. A. ministries; School Clothes for Kids, Habitat, the Dream Center, MOSA 

and Kid's Kare Klinic Partners and many outside charities. 

9. Inspire Labyrinth and Gardens:   $500 A first year request to help fund the Inspire Labyrinth and 

Gardens that will provide a meditative path and spiritual place for both our congregation and the larger 

community.  The project gives a physical place for spiritual well-being to happen through prayer, gardening 

and camaraderie in a Christ-centered atmosphere. 

The nine grant recipients reflect collaborative and innovative ways the ministry members have reached out 

to assist those in need locally, regionally and globally.  Without the benefit of the proceeds from the annual 

charitable golf tournament, these ministries would likely be constrained in growth and breadth of their 

efforts. 

 
Habitat for Humanity – Episcopal Habitat Coalition - submitted by Jon Thom  

 

Team Members: Jon Thom, Dave Johnson, Grant Gilfeather and numerous Saturday volunteers  

 

St. Anthony is part of the non-profit Episcopal Habitat Coalition (EHC) comprised of approximately sixteen 

Phoenix metro area Episcopal Churches. The EHC typically provides half of the funds and half the labor to 

build two metro-area homes a year, and participates in approximately one international build per year. 

Since its inception, EHC has completed 34 metro-area homes, and helped with 33 international homes for a 

total of 67 homes built. Each year St. Anthony’s donates money to the EHC to help fund the homes, and 

provides significant volunteer labor hours to assist building the homes.  

 



In 2016, the EHC funded and built two homes, one new construction and one renovation. Overseeing 

construction of both homes from start to completion were EHC delegates Wayne Needham from St. 

Matthew’s Episcopal as House Leader, and Jon Thom from St. Anthony’s as a Team Leader. 

 

Builds are on Saturdays and usually involve 25-30 volunteers. New homeowners work side-by-side with 

volunteers to fulfill the 400 hours of sweat equity required as the down payment on their home. Over the 

past year, St. Anthony volunteers performed many tasks including framing, roofing, hanging drywall, 

painting, and trim carpentry. In addition, St. Anthony volunteers provided either snacks or lunch for the 25-

30 volunteers on the Saturdays we worked. 

 

For 2017, the EHC anticipates funding two metro area homes. The first home is a townhouse in Tempe and 

the funds have been allocated. It is scheduled begin January 14th and the second home will begin in fall of 

2017. 

 

We achieved our objectives for 2016, for the third year in a row, to increase St. Anthony’s annual financial 

contribution to EHC and develop more diverse revenue sources for St. Anthony’s HfH build fund. This was 

largely made possible through a grant from the Golf Tournament funds, as well as additional parishioner 

support. Total EHC contributions declined in 2016 due to some parishes contributing less than in previous 

years, an issue the EHC is working to address. Again, we also expanded our volunteer base, increasing the 

number of Saturday participants and bringing in more new volunteers. 

 

Habitat for Humanity Central AZ is a Christian-based, valley-wide ministry that is a hand-up, not a hand-out. 

New Habitat families earn the ability to become homeowners through hard work, education, and by 

financially qualifying for the home that they purchase with a zero-percent interest mortgage. If you like the 

idea helping a worthy family move up from substandard housing to get a new start as a Habitat 

homeowner, contact Jon Thom at (480) 286-4724 or jon@thomdirect.com.  

 

 
Men of St. Anthony’s (MOSA) – submitted by Bob Clarke 

Members and Supporters: All interested male parishioners and women and youth who want to support us. 

Mission: The Men of St. Anthony’s provide support and fellowship to each other, St. Anthony ministries and 
the local community.    

MOSA continues to provide and serve a monthly meal at the EVMC to 75 - 90 men. MOSA’s impact on the 
community at large is evidenced by the dinner volunteers who are not members of St. Anthony but wish to 
serve in this ministry. During 2016, the parish supported this program by donating to the ham fund used to 
purchase the five hams needed for each dinner.  

In 2016, MOSA supported the bicycle repair shop at EVMC originally funded by our Outreach Grant Fund. 
Grants from this fund continue to support this endeavor by allowing the shop to purchase parts for the 
men. Four local bike shops have contributed over 50 bikes to the shelter this year. These men are not 
allowed to have cars, so the bikes are of great importance to them to get to work. It allows them to repair 
their bikes at cost on the grounds of the men’s center. All the men use the bike shop throughout the year. 



The men have appreciated St. Anthony’s efforts with the bike shop. The Outreach Grant Fund continued to 
support the bike shop this year.  

All of these MOSA volunteer activities will continue in 2017.   

 
Vista Del Camino and Paradise Valley Emergency Food Bank - Submitted by Grant Gilfeather 
 
Team Members:   Grant Gilfeather and generous donating members from St. Anthony’s. 
 
Contributions from St. Anthony’s to both organizations have helped those families in need to feed 
themselves in these challenging times.  St. Anthony parishioners and friends donate regularly non-
perishable food in the basket in the narthex.  Grant Gilfeather volunteers weekly at the Paradise Valley 
Emergency Food Bank (PVEFB) and at the Vista Del Camino Career Center.  In the food bank a volunteer’s 
job involves receiving donated food, sorting it, properly shelving and making up food boxes or set ups to 
give out.  At the Job Career Center a volunteer assists walk-in clients with computer job searches and 
directs them to job postings that are available. Grant works four hours on Thursdays at the Career Center 
and two hours at the Paradise Valley Emergency Food Bank on Fridays.     
 
2016 has been a challenging year for food banks.  Both Vista Del Camino and Paradise Valley Emergency 
Food Bank recently have experienced a surge of donations.  However those in need have increased and 
both banks continue to give out food boxes to those that come through their doors.   
 
Last spring Grant worked with a walk-in client at the Vista Del Camino Career Center who was changing his 
career to real estate.  He had failed the licensing examination twice.  I gave him assistance on how to pass 
four-distractor multiple choice exams. I provided him a booklet on to how to write valid multiple tests 
including recognizing poorly written items. Five months later he reappeared at the Career Center informing 
me he had passed and was now employed.  He did say what I had given him did help him to spot poorly 
written test items.  The client although thankful to have finally passed had to clear a past DWI before the 
Realtor Board.  He indicated he had several champions who were mentoring him through this process.  He 
was excited to begin his new career.  
 
In October, St. Anthony’s Charity Outreach Golf Tournament awarded $2,400 to fund Vista Del Camino‘s 
Healthy Packs Program in Scottsdale elementary schools.  Thus award would provide 436 students food for 
one and a half weekends in 2016.  
 
It is my hope that more donors and volunteers will come forward to help at both food banks and the career 
center in the coming year. 
 
If you can volunteer on a week day, Vista Del Camino and Paradise Valley Emergency Food Bank would be 
most interested in your assistance.   If interested please contact Grant Gilfeather at g2feather@cox.net. 
 

 
Council Against Domestic Violence 
 
Members:  Eloise Crosman, Bobbie Faulk,  Susan Mitchler, Rosemary Viets 

 
The Council Against Domestic Violence held one major event in 2016.   Santa’s Sleigh was held three 
Sundays in late November and early December.   The congregation very generously donated gifts for 
children, teens and parents living in Autumn House and Faith House, two domestic violence shelters 

mailto:g2feather@cox.net


operated by A New Leaf.  The items were much appreciated by the residents of the shelters, not only for 
the material gifts, but for the assurance that they are supported by others as they struggle to escape bad 
situations and rebuild their lives.   
 
While the CADV no longer holds “Clear Your Clutter Drives,” members will see that donations of gently used 
(or new) items are delivered to A New Leaf, Save the Family or the Sojourner Center.  Please speak to Eloise 
Crosman, Susie Mitchler, or Rosemary Viets for further information.  
 
This year the CADV accepted the challenge of sponsoring a FUNDraiser to help St. Anthony’s operating 
budget.  Note cards were designed and printed (thanks to Debbie Hubbs!) using artwork of St. Anthony 
parishioners.  Christmas note cards were designed with photographs of St. Anthony’s decorated for 
Christmas.  The FUNDraiser has been quite successful, selling approximately 130 packs of cards.   
 
 
 
Needlecrafts For Need - submitted by Claudia Sullens Johnson 
 
Members: Janet Allen, Jean Sullens, Gina Baker, Jeanette Luke, Gene Tarry, Inge Bolan, Lillian Roodvelt, 

Maxine Walker, Linda Law, Marcia Nichols, Sue McConnell, Susan Boone, Jeanne Paige, Pat Peterson, Cathy 

Anderson, Sue Vold, Pat Vassaux, Ann Zemper, Jane Price and Claudia Johnson.  We had an increase in the 

number of members and activities.   

The group supplied 50 hats to the homeless men of the East Valley Men's Center (EVMC a MOSA ministry) 

and prepared and served a meal in October 31.  In addition, we provided 25 hats each for female and male 

teens that found themselves in A New Leaf shelter this year. 

We continue to help those at Fountain View Villages Skilled Nursing facility in Fountain Hills by delivering 

fleece lap robes.  This facility provides post hospital and extended care to individuals from all over the 

valley.  Fifty lap robes were delivered. 

One baptismal towel was counter-crossed stitched and given to the newly baptized members of our family.  

The towel is memorialized with the individuals name and date of baptism. 

As in other years we provided 25 hats, scarves and fleece lap robes to Ability 360, but we also supplied 100 

additional lap robes to other consumers and their aides.  Many of these lap robes were made during 

another church wide sewing bee NFN sponsored.  

Twenty-five or more prayer shawls were knitted or crocheted and distributed to St. A members or others.  

One of the 25 was given to the family of the St. A. Habitat build.  The  prayer shawl ministry is an important 

aspect of this ministry, so if you know of someone facing an illness or is grieving, please let a member of 

this ministry know so we can provide a prayer shawl. It is also one of the more moving ministries as people 

share the importance of the prayer shawl in their or their loved ones lives. 

Finally, we collaborated for a third year with St. Anthony's Clothing for School Kids.  This ministry helped 

cloth 50 children with matching funds from the Baptist Legacy Foundation and the AZ Diamondbacks.  

These children are in a Title 1 school in Scottsdale.  We provided 50 hats/beanies that were to be given as 

Christmas presents. 

The ministry hosted two bake sales and the annual Christmas bazaar and all proceeds were donated to the 

church operating budget.  We also hosted our annual appreciation Staff Christmas brunch. 



We also provided the meal for Janet Allen's memorial service, as she was the primary founder of this 

ministry. 

In addition, items were made and given to the Dream Center, Hope Wing. 

Thanks to all in this ministry.  If you are interested in joining, please join us in the Parish Hall on the second 

Wednesday of each month at 10am.  If you would like to learn to knit or crochet, there are those that will 

teach you. 

 
Global Outreach - Haiti Ministry – submitted by Co-Coordinators David and Jeanne Paige 
 

The current members of this group are James Bruzzi, Kelle Hohl, Jill Kyler, Henry Male, David Paige, Jeanne 

Paige, Cyndi Sax and Jon Thom. 

During the first half of 2016, the Haiti Ministry focused on planning and fundraising for the summer Mission 

Trip.  That planning began in January 2016 with a trip by four members of the mission team, David and 

Jeanne Paige, Kelle Hohl, and James Bruzzi to Leogane, Haiti.  The team met with Pere Joseph Sonley, the 

Rector of  

 

Ste. Croix church and school.  The meeting resulted in detailed plans for original construction in an 

administrative office, to create three separate offices, and also a significant renovation of the kindergarten 

classrooms and common area.  The meeting also resulted in plans for the service of a hot meal to more 

than 250 parishioners immediately after the Sunday Service. 

The construction work at Ste. Croix was funded by various Dream Gift Pledges as part of the 2016 

Stewardship Campaign.  Those pledges provided in excess of $15,000 for the summer Mission Trip projects. 

In addition, numerous St. Anthony parishioners and other community members donated a significant 

quantity of over-the-counter drugs for use at the Ste. Croix hospital pharmacy.  The Mission Team was in 

Leogane from July 27-August 7.  During the Mission Trip, we employed approximately 15 Haitians to assist 

the team. In addition to completion of the construction and renovation projects, the Mission Team was also 

able to send a significant amount of school supplies to Ste. Croix by using some of the funds still available.  

As was the case in 2014, each team member paid for his/her own airfare and lodging. 

During the second half of 2016, following a devastating hurricane that affected the southwestern region of 

Haiti, including Leogane, St. Anthony responded quickly and generously to the need for hurricane relief.  A 

total of $16,000 was raised, including very generous donations  from two parishioners’ employers. The 

hurricane relief funds are providing lunches at Ste. Croix School for three and a half months.  In addition, 

more than 35 families were provided funds for repairs of their homes that were significantly damaged by 

the hurricane. 

  
Kid’s Care Ministry Report – 2016 
 
Team Members: Mark Close, Grant Gilfeather, Rachel and Deb Misra, Becky Evans and Ruena Close 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
Our mission is to serve as a support ministry to St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic in Nogales,Arizona 
providing education and publicity about the clinic to members of St Anthony on the Desert and to the 
greater community of faith by encouraging service to the clinic. St. Andrews Children’s Clinic is a non-



profit, non-denominational clinic that reaches across the border providing free, specialized medical care 
to children living in Mexico who cannot get the care they need in their home country. The clinic is 
celebrating it’s 42nd anniversary in 2017. 

 
Ministry team members participating in this years charity golf tournament helped St. Anthony raise 
$35,000 that will be used supporting the church’s outreach programs in 2017. Our ministry again plans to 
help this event grow in 2017. 
 
The 2016 Kid’s Care Ministry grant of $3,900 was provided by the vestry which included a special dream 
gift provision of $1,000. The 2016 sponsorships included funding for  the following: America Gamas, age 
10, received her needed Pharyngeal flap surgery which now allows her soft palate and pharyngeal 
muscles to effectively work together forming the needed seal closing off her mouth from the nose 
preventing air from escaping through her nose when speaking - allowing a normal sounding voice and 
vastly improved ability to communicate. Liahm de Jesus Moroyoque received his first cleft palate surgery 
with minor lip revision allowing him to eat and drink without food and beverages from going up his nose. 
Emiliano Lara, age 7, received his own IPAD. Emiliano’s mom reports how she no longer has to only 
assume what her son needs. “It has given him a real voice.” Emiliano Lara and Gissel Garreto Flores were 
also provided new IPAD 4’s with software upgrades. New reading programs are helping these children use 
these IPADs reach grade-level in reading. New patients and their parents are excited to start using these 
IPADS when they see the success that other children are receiving from their use. Our dream gift provided 
an emergency flight for Luz Hernandez, age 13, and her mother to Shriners Hospital in Spokane, 
Washington. Luz has osteogenesis imperfecta (brittle bone) disease. Shriner’s doctors put rods in her long 
bones to stabilize the bones. She had been confined to a wheel chair but now has been fitted with a 
walker, significantly enhancing her mobility. 

 
Fifteen individual wheelchair robes were presented to our ministry. The robes were handmade by 
Madelaine Patterson and her wheelchair bound daughter Lori Patterson who live in Peachland, British 
Columbia. The robes were blessed in our 15 Jan worship service and will be delivered to wheel chair 
bound children at the 2 Feb monthly clinic in Nogales. 
In Christ, 
 
Mark Close and Grant Gilfeather 

 
Spiritual Nourishment 
 

Acolytes – submitted by Janelle Liffiton 
 
 
Coordinator:  Janelle Liffiton 
Assisting:  Deacon Susan Cihak,  
 
Ministry Members 2015: 
 8 AM:  Sue Vold, Rosemary Viets 
 
10AM: Spencer Cihak, Faith Taylor,  Alexa Twibell, Rex Twibell, Caroline Tetlow, David  Woods, Harrison 
Woods, Emily Mitchell, Sarah Cihak,  
Andrew Mitchell, Derek Dearborn, Christian Hengst, Kyle Richardson, Olivia Shockness. 
 



The Acolyte Ministry is a ministry of service that takes place during our worship.  The Acolyte serves God 
and the Church through this service.  Youth and adults participate in this ministry, performing tasks that 
support the worship service, and assisting the priest in celebrating the Eucharist.  Some of these tasks 
include carrying a processional cross, lighting candles, holding the Gospel book, holding torches, handing 
the offering plates to ushers, assisting the deacon with set up and clean up at the altar, washing the priests 
hands during Holy Eucharist, and other tasks as directed by the priest.  Participation in the service in this 
way can deepen connections to worship.  These connections create a feeling of belonging and can last a 
lifetime. 
 
In September 2016, a large training and educational session was held and attended by both youth groups. 
This was facilitated and encouraged by the Youth Ministry leaders. Several new members started serving 
after this session, which has increased the schedule flexibility.  New members are mentored by experienced 
Acolyte Ministry members until they are comfortable in their role. 
 
In the coming year, the Acolyte Ministry will explore recruiting some adult members of the congregation to 
serve as Crucifer for the 8 am service. 
  
The current members of the Acolyte Ministry are a dedicated group.  A special thanks goes to Sue Vold for 
her dedication to the 8 AM service. 
  

 
 

Altar Guild – submitted by Sue Vold  
 
Team Members: 
Sally Allexan, Cathy Anderson, Sharon Bailey, Gina Baker, Joan Carlson, Ruena Close, Kate Fauster, JoAnne 
Phillips, Debbie Van Hoven, Mary Vanselow, Rosemary Viets, Sue Vold 
 
The Altar Guild is a connecting ministry bringing the Christian community together through celebration by 
preparing the Lord’s Table and Sanctuary or Chapel for Eucharistic services, baptisms, weddings, funerals 
and memorial services. The results of the work done by the Altar Guild are a very visible part of the worship 
service of the church even though it happens behind the scenes. 
 
The Altar Guild works with the Flower Guild in preparing and decorating the sanctuary and chapel for 
Christmas and Easter services as a collaborative effort between the two groups.   
 
There is always a need for additional members on the Altar Guild. More hands make light work for all. 
Members have developed close friendships over the years working together in teams on the Altar Guild. 
 
 
Eucharistic Ministers – submitted by Cyndi Sax  
 
The Eucharistic Ministry is comprised of approximately 30 individuals who are dedicated to serving as 
lectors and/or chalice bearers during worship.  This is a ministry that members feel called to by God.  That 
calling can come when one recognizes that they have the desire to serve God in this capacity and the gifts 
to do so…..or sometimes when a clergy member, friend, or ministry member recognizes those gifts in 
another person.  Regardless of how one becomes a lector or chalice bearer, individuals who serve God and 
God’s people in this capacity share a sense of honor, awe, and respect for the privilege to read God’s Word 
and administer the chalice.  Ministry members serve at virtually every service held at St. Anthony – regular 
Sunday worship, Holy Days like Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, memorial services, and other events.    



 
Several long-term ministry members retired this year for health-related or family reasons.  We will miss Bill 
Luke’s reading.  His strong, deep voice made it easy to imagine that God was speaking directly to us.  Renz 
Edwards served as one of our most faithful, senior chalice bearers for decades.  We are grateful that he will 
remain active in the ministry by now serving as a lector.  We wish these two ministry members, as well as 
others who retired during 2016, many blessings as they share their gifts in different ways.   
 
At the writing of this report, we are actively involved in recruiting and training new chalice bearers and 
lectors.   A gathering is being planned for early in 2017 to build community and build awareness of the 
spiritual aspects of serving in this ministry. 
 
The Eucharistic ministry is one that requires constancy, commitment, and dedication to serving God and 
others.   Many describe their experiences as lector or chalice bearer as being integral to their spiritual 
practices, deepening their own faith as they serve others.   We always have room for more.  If you feel a 
stirring in your heart or hear a whisper questioning “What would it be like to do that?”, feel free to bring 
that question to a member of the clergy, or to me. 
 
Prayerfully submitted, 
 Cyndi Sax 
 
 
 

Music Ministry – submitted by Joe Hacnik  
 
Members of the music ministry include an Adult choir presently consisting of 16 members (vocal), in 
addition to the vocalists we have one trumpet player, and myself directing and accompanying the choir on 
both organ and piano. Henry Male is the cantor for both the 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. liturgies. Our Bell Choir 
has eight members.   
 
Music Ministry is a vital part of our worship as a faith community, providing quality music for parish 
liturgies on a weekly basis, as well as special parish liturgies and events throughout the year. In addition to 
the Sunday liturgy, music ministry volunteers participate in a weekly rehearsal. We are always recruiting 
new members both vocally and instrumentally. 
 

Ushers - Submitted by Sam and Suzi Edmondson 
 

Description of Ministry 
Our connection to the church mission statement revolves around a warm and friendly welcome to all 
coming through the parish doors. The welcome will allow the worshipers to feel the spiritual communion of 
the congregation – the outreach will follow as they enjoy the warm feeling from the ushers initially and the 
congregation as they decide to participate in the church. We are also responsible to help those members 
that maybe in physical need before, during, and after the service. 
 

Growth of the Ministry 
Our ministry is focused mainly on the various worship services on Sundays and Holidays, as well as special 
events such as funerals. Growth entails adding interested people to our usher team. Our own feelings of 
connection have grown through our interaction with other ushers as well as meeting people as they come 
though the doors of the parish. Most of the usher team shares the same feeling of connection. 
 
Ministry Hopes for 2017 



Our plan for 2017 is to encourage more of the congregation to be a part of our usher team.   We are 
fortunate to have the awesome group of ushers who continue to participate on a regular basis.  We will 
continue to pursue the members to be a part of our great ministry. 

 
Operations/Facilities 
 

Office Angels – submitted by Debbie Hubbs 
 
The Office Angels support the office responsibilities of the Treasurer, Accountant, Walking the Mourner’s 
Path and the Parish Administrator.   
 
Thank You to the following dedicated volunteers who have been of service in 2016! 
 

Cathy Anderson  Weekly front desk support & special projects 
Sharon Bailey   Weekly front desk support & special projects 
Bobbie Faulk   Weekly front desk support & special projects, weekly bulletin assembly 
Gina Baker-Garrett  Weekly counting the offering 
Hosea Harkness  Weekly counting the offering 
David Ells   Verify all bank deposits prior to making the deposits 
Kate Fauster   Verify all bank deposits prior to making the deposits 
Susan Gilfeather  Posting contributions & giving statement preparation 
Eloise Crosman  Help with the Church Registry  
 
We continue to welcome new volunteers into the office for special projects or regular weekly support. 
 
 

Investment Management team – submitted by Jackie Ernst  
 

Team members:  Jackie Ernst, chairperson; Mike Galloway, secretary, George Mulvey. 
Ex-officio:  Barbara Ells, Dorian Mulvey, Harry Boysen. 
 
The Investment Management Team oversees and invests the funds of the St Anthony  
Legacy Fund.  In May 2011, the fund was initiated with an investment of $105,641.64 at Fidelity 
Investments.  It was invested in accordance with the Legacy Fund directive. 
 
The value of the fund 12/31/2016 was $207,306.72 , an increase of $14,002.56 over the 2015 year end 
amount of $193,304.16.  This increase includes a 3rd quarter additional  
contribution of $10,000.  Previous contributions in 2013, 2014, and 2015 totaled $27,500. 
 
Dividends and interest received in 2016 was $2604.95. 
 
Currently, the fund is invested as follows:  Stock funds/ETFs  60% ; Bank certificates of deposit 38%;  Cash 
2%. 
 
Stewardship – Harry Boysen, Kathy Phillips, Dorian Mulvey 
 

Our stewardship theme “2017 Celebration of Giving:  Stories of Generosity” recounted the many ways that 
the community of St. Anthony lives the gospel.  Stories were shared in a booklet mailed to the congregation 
as well as in personal stories shared during worship services.  All households were asked to consider what is 



at the heart of St. Anthony for them and to respond with generous support.  We are thankful for the 121 
households who made pledge commitments.  This represents pledges from over 85% of our households.     
 
2017 Pledges Received             
Dollar Amount   - $310,243      
Number -- 121 
Avg. Pledge - $2,564 
17 new pledging households 
 

 


